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Protecting Agricultural Workers 

from Tractor Hazards  

In working with thousands of ag clients, we hear time 

and time again that employees are the most 

important asset in the company. Sadly, most 

farmworker injuries and deaths are caused by tractor 

incidents such as overturns, run overs, power take-off 

(PTO) systems, and unintended contact with tractor 

attachments or implements. Employers want to 

provide a safe work environment for every worker. 

This fact sheet provides employers with information 

about these tractor hazards, along with safety 

measures to protect tractor operators. 

Overturns  

Tractor overturns are the leading cause of fatalities in 
the agriculture industry, resulting in approximately 
130 deaths per year. The majority of tractor overturn 
incidents take place when these farm vehicles turn on 
their side or tip over backward. These overturns 
happen very quickly, which leaves the operator little 
or no chance to get clear as the tractor tips or rolls.  

When operated properly, tractors are generally quite 
safe. Tractors that are old, in poor condition, lack 
safety guards and devices, or are driven in an 
irregular or risky manner can contribute significantly 
to unsafe or hazardous conditions. 

Roll-over Protective Structures (ROPS)  

An operator’s chances of surviving a tractor overturn 
without a serious injury are very good if the tractor has 
a ROPS and the operator is wearing a seat belt. A ROPS 
is a roll bar or cage frame that is designed to form a 
zone of protection around the operator if a tractor 
overturns. To prevent being thrown from a tractor, 
operators must wear a seat belt.  

 

Tractor Operator Training  

Employer-provided tractor operator training can aid in 
reducing tractor incidents. Employers should train 
tractor operators to:  

 Comply with the tractor’s operating 
instructions.  

 Allow no riders, unless the tractor is 
manufactured with a seat and a seat belt for 
each rider.  

 Hitch only to the draw bar and hitch points.  
 Set the brakes and hand brake, if available, 

when the tractor is stopped for more than a 
few seconds.  

 Ensure that operators have the 

experience and knowledge to operate 

the tractor. 

If you have any questions or would like of 

assistance with risk management, worker 

safety, food safety, or insurance coverage 

do not hesitate to reach out to your 

PayneWest contact.  

 


