
 

Hand Tools 

The objectives of this newsletter are to know the 

potential hazards of working with hand tools and to 

understand how to use hand tools safely.  

Potential Hand Tool Hazards:  

 Lacerations from tools that slip.  

 Puncture wounds from flying debris or pointed 

tools.  

 Broken bones or contusions.  

 Eye injuries from flying debris. 

 Cumulative trauma disorders from poorly- 

designed tools or repetitive use.  

Safety Tips 

1. Select the right tool for the job. 

  

2. Choose tools that fit your hand and are 

comfortable to use.  

3. Inspect tools before each use. 

  

4. Throw out or fix unsafe tools. 

  

5. Use the tool correctly (i.e., use a knife to cut 

away from you).  

 

6. Don't get your hands or other body parts too 

close to point of operation.  

 

7. Don't wear jewelry or loose clothing that 

could get caught in the operation of the tool. 

  

8. Wear protective eyewear whenever there is 

a possibility of flying debris.  

 

9. Use a toolbox or belt to carry tools; when 

using a tool belt, keep sharp or pointed 

edges away from your body.  

 

10. If you need to go up a ladder, raise and 

lower tools using a bag or bucket.  

 

11. Hand - don't throw - tools to another person 

(handle first).  

 

12. Keep tools picked up so they do not become 

tripping hazards or falling objects.  

 

13. Avoid using excessive force or awkward 

postures; take periodic breaks.  
(Safety Content provided by Boyer Safety Services) 

Closing 

Because many of us are so used to using hand tools, we 

may overlook the potential hazards. Keep your hand 

tools in good working condition and use them the right 

way. And most importantly, read and understand the 

manufacturer's instructions!  
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